INTERNATIONAL
IMMIGRATION
STATUS:

PROGRESSING, NOT ON TRACK
Current:
1.19%

Peak (2020):
1.73%

Baseline:
0.87%

Goal:
2.06%

New Brunswick will receive a percentage of international
immigrants equal to its national population share.
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Figure 1: New Brunswick's Population and Immigration
Share

(See full data in Appendix A)

HIGHLIGHTS
New Brunswick in the last fifty years has always received a smaller
portion of immigrants than its population share.
In 2021 New Brunswick received a far smaller share of immigrants than
in previous years.
In 2021 New Brunswick's population share was 2.06% but its share of
immigrants was only 1.19%.
Immigration of young, skilled workers is key to correcting New
Brunswick’s population demographics and creating a matched
workforce.

1

OVERVIEW
Importance
International immigration is crucial to increasing New Brunswick’s
population. Immigration will help develop communities, meet employment
needs in the province, and grow the local economy through consumption
in the province increasing local demand. In this report, all numbers are
compared to that of Nova Scotia because of the two provinces’ comparable
sizes and economies.

Problem
New Brunswick’s population share is shrinking due to an aging population
and poor retention of youth and immigrants. In 1976, New Brunswick’s
population share peaked at 2.94%; however, it has since dropped by 30%,
reaching 2.06% in 2021.

Cause
New Brunswick’s low population growth rate can be seen as the result of
several factors. First is an imbalance between the aging population and the
youth population. Low fertility rates – too few births – have caused New
Brunswick’s death rates to exceed its birth rates every year since 2015.
Youth leaving New Brunswick in search of employment has also put
negative pressure on the province’s population share. These factors can be
offset by net positive immigration.
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IN THE NUMBERS
International Immigration Share in the Province
Although New Brunswick was previously on track to attain a percentage
of international immigrants equal to its population share, 2021 marked a
sharp decrease in the province’s immigration share. Figure 2 shows New
Brunswick’s population and immigration shares in comparison with Nova
Scotia. In 2021, New Brunswick received only 1.13% of the immigrant
population arriving in Canada, less than the approximated 2.06%
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population share.

Figure 2: Population and Immigration Share of New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia

(See full data in Appendix A)
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As presented in Figure 3, the province achieved 84% of the suggested
goal in 2020. This number dropped to 58% in 2021. This more than fully
offset the gains made in interprovincial migration in the same year.

Figure 3: Percentage of Goal - Share of Immigrants to
Share of National Population

(See full data in Appendix B)

4

A CLOSER LOOK
Annual Immigration Settlement
From 2000 to 2005, New Brunswick experienced its lowest
immigration levels in 40 years, whereas Nova Scotia saw considerably
higher numbers (see Figure 3). From 2006 to 2019, New Brunswick's
immigration numbers increased, reaching their highest point in 2016.
This was due to an influx of Syrian refugees. In 2021, immigration
totals decreased in both New Brunswick and Nova Scotia due to
various factors, although Nova Scotia continued to receive more
immigrants than New Brunswick.

Figure 3: Number of Migrants Settling Annually

(See full data in Appendix C)
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SUMMARY
New Brunswick’s population share is declining due to an aging
population and poor retention of its younger population.
Increasing the province's population share could stimulate
economic growth. This could be accomplished by receiving a
larger number of international immigrants and students.
If New Brunswick adopts the same strategy outlined by OneNS
(onens.ca), it should aim to receive a percentage of international
immigrants equal to New Brunswick’s share of the Canadian
population, approximately 2.06%.
This goal has shown progress over a twenty-year period, but
recent data shows a sharp drop in 2021. This has caused us to
downgrade the goal from progressing on track to progressing not
on track.
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APPENDIX A
Population and Immigration Share

Source: Statistics Canada, CANSIM Table 051-0004: Components of
population growth, Canada, provinces and territories, annual
(persons) (1); Statistics Canada, CANSIM Table 051-0005: Estimates of
population, Canada, provinces and territories, quarterly (persons)
(1,2,3,6)
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APPENDIX B
Percentage of Goal: Share of Immigrants to Share of National
Population

Source: Statistics Canada, CANSIM Table 051-0004: Components of population
growth, Canada, provinces and territories, annual (persons) (1); Statistics Canada,
CANSIM Table 051-0005: Estimates of population, Canada, provinces and
territories, quarterly (persons) (1,2,3,6)
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APPENDIX C
Net In-Migration by Province

Source: Statistics Canada, CANSIM Table 051-0004: Components of
population growth, Canada, provinces, and territories, annual (persons) (1)
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